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‘Heritage of the Land’ Conservation Fair—October 4th & 5th
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On behalf of the Southwest Conservation District, we would like to invite you to the 2016 Natural Resource
Conservation Fair at Lockwood Farm in Hamden, Connecticut. This is a two-day event; where October 4th will be
exclusively available for local middle and high school students plus the general public. Admission is free. Students
will be responsible for bringing their own lunch. The event will run from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Featured exhibits
include an array of federal, state and local environmental organizations plus Land Trusts showcasing research
programs and projects that they conduct in and around the state in an effort to preserve, conserve and protect our
natural resources. Meet the researchers and find out what’s going on in your corner of the state and what you can do
to be a good steward of your surroundings. If your school participates in environmental programs or any related club
activities, we encourage you to participate as an exhibitor too! This is a great opportunity to highlight student
accomplishments and the importance of participation.
“For We Are the Keepers of the Generations To Come”
Our Pollinator Populations Are Stressed And In Trouble !
We need your help.
The decline in pollinator populations across the nation is from habitat loss, pesticides, herbicides, disease and parasites. These stressors have a direct impact on their health and numbers, which negatively effect the pollination of
flowering plants and trees. Animal pollinators such as butterflies, bees, moths, beetles, bats and other insects visit
flowering plants, bushes and trees in search of food (nectar and pollen). I the act of foraging for food, the pollinators
accidentally brush against the reproductive parts of the plants and deposit the pollen from one plant to the other. The
plants then use the pollen to produce a fruit or seed. Many plants are dependent on these pollinators to carry the pollen for reproduction. For more information go to: www. Pollinator.org
Help Pollinators Thrive by;
1) Planting flowers, trees and shrubs that are beneficial to these animals such as Eastern Redbud, Staghorn Sumac,
Flowering Dogwood, blueberry, plum, Black willow, crabapple and Tulip trees to name a few.
2) Limit or eliminate pesticide use in your gardens and landscape or select plants that attract beneficial insects that
control pests.
3) Choose a variety of plants that can support pollinators throughout the spring, summer and fall seasons.
4) Butterfly and moth larvae cause some nominal amount of damage to plants, but the habitat is necessary to survive.
5) Dead tree trunks are great habitats for beetles and insects nesting in your landscape.
6) Create appropriate habitats for pollinators in your backyard, community gardens or open spaces.
For more information on backyard habitat creation and selection of suitable plants go to the District website at conservect.org/southwest, www.burpee.com/pollinators, www.nrcs.usda.gov/pollinators

The Districts of CT Celebrate 70-Years of Service to Our Communities & Agricultural Producers
INFORMATION
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Community Bulletin Board
2015-16 Award Recipients
Our congratulations go out to the District’s
2015-16 Awardees!

UCONN Master Gardener Courses

North Haven: 305 Skiff Street 203-407-3167 Jude Hsiang,
Coordinator- Email: Judith.hsiang@uconn.edu
Bethel: 67 Stony Hill Rd 203-207-3261 Julia Cencebaugh,
Coordinator– Email: Julia.cencebaugh_kloth@uconn.edu
Stamford: 151 Brookdale Rd 203-322-6971 Shanyn Siegel,
Coordinator– Email: mastergardener@bartlettarboretum.org
For more info: www.ladybug.uconn.edu (UCONN H&G Center,
1380 Storrs Rd , Storrs CT 06269-4115. 877-486-6271 to
register) 2016 Fall Catalog Leslie.alexander@uconn.edu State
coordinator at Storrs. The catalog will be posted at
mastergargender@uconn.edu in September.

Fall Courses in North Haven

Sept 13th: North Haven ‘Plant & Divide with Confidence’
10:00am-12:00pm by Carl Galanter of Broken Arrow Nursery
Oct 17th: North Haven ‘Update on Emerald Ash Borer’ 10:00a12:00pm by Dr. Claire Rutledge of CAES.
Awardees, from left to right: David Schrumm, Joseph Colello, Gayle MolloyBarbour, William Beaumont, and Pamela Klomberg

Nov 2nd: North Haven ‘Dazzling Dahlies’ 6:00pm-8:00pm by
Michael Russo of Trout Lily Farm.

Outstanding Cooperator of the Year
New Haven County
William Beaumont, Beaumont Farm in Wallingford is recognized for his efforts to diversify and expand the agricultural base
of the farm operations plus the implementation of best management practices within the greenhouses.
Citizen Conservationist of the Year
Fairfield County
Pamela Klomberg in recognition of her continuing efforts to preserve, protect open space and the natural resources of her community of Westport, that include the coastal boundary of Long Island
Sound.
Outstanding Partnering Agent in Support of
District Technical Programs
Gayle Molloy-Barbour in recognition of her service to the State
and support of our regions wildlife rescue, rehabilitation and release program under the Commissioner of DEEP.
Outstanding Municipal Official of the Year
Joseph Colello, Superintendent of Public Works Sanitation &
Water ways in Hamden is recognized for his efforts in promoting
recycling at the Transfer Station, green infrastructure and low
impact measures that preserve, conserve and protect water quality
within Hamden’s Watersheds, which ultimately protects Long
Island Sound.
Excellence in Resource Conservation
David Schrumm, Cheshire Land Trust Treasurer is recognized
for his efforts to protect and preserve open space plus the enhancement of recreational opportunities within the Town of
Cheshire.

Nov 14th: North Haven ‘Diseases of New England Trees’
10:00am-12:00pm by Dr. Robert Mara of CAES.

Farmland Preservation Agencies:
CT Dept Of Agriculture, Katherine Winslow, Resource Preservation Unit, 165 Capitol Ave., Hartford, CT , (860).713.2511
USDA Natural Resource Conservation Services, Joyce Purcell,
Program Coordinator, 344 Merrow Road, Tolland, CT,
(860).871.4011 and USDA, Farm Service Agency, Teresa Peavy,
97 Barnes Rd., Wallingford, CT, (203).269.6665

CT NOFA Farm and Food Guide 2016-2017
Out now, features organic farms, sustainable growers,
businesses, and co-ops that support CT farms. Copies available,
contact NOFA at 126 Derby Avenue in Derby, CT 06418.
Phone: 203-308-2584 Website: www.ctnofa.org
The CT NOFA website is a great resource for gardeners where
you can find lists of over 20 sites on organic vegetables, soil
quality, community gardens, seed saving, and other resources
and book suggestions. You can download a digital copy of the
latest Farm and Food guide here as well. CT community farms
and community supported agriculture are listed here as well, it is
a great resources for farming and gardening in CT.
Invasive Plant Symposium by the Connecticut Invasive Plant
Working Group (CIPWG) on Tuesday, October 11th from
8:00am-4:30pm at the UCONN Student Union in Storrs.
Contact: Donna Ellis at donna.ellis@uconn.edu
UCONN Home and Garden Center has home and garden fact
sheets, monthly gardening updates and more. Website:
www.ladybug.uconn.edu
UCONN 2016 Cornucopia Festival Sunday, Oct 2nd at
UCONN Storrs Campus showcasing the College of Agriculture,
Health and Natural Resources. Head to the UCONN website for
more information.
UCONN Worm Day Saturday, Oct 15th from 10:00am3:00pm. UCONN Master Composter Program featuring worm
culture, vermicomposting 101, and building your own worm
farm. Held at Litchfield County Extension Center, 843
Universal Drive, Torrington. Phone: 877-486-6271 Website:
www.ladybug.uconn.edu
CT Garlic and Harvest Festival will be held October 8th-9th
at the Bethlehem Fair Grounds, 304 Main street, Route 61 in
North Bethlehem 10am-5pm. Email: contact@garlicfestct.com
Phone: 203-266-7810

Gardening Study School Course III sponsored by the Federated
Garden Clubs of CT will be September 13th-15th at Jones
Auditorium, CT Ag. Exp. Station, 123 Huntington Street, New
Haven. 9am-3pm. Topics discussed will be Pruning Techniques,
Microenvironments, Teaching Tour of Yale’s Marsh Botanical
Gardens, Taxonomy, Techniques for Growing Outdoor Plants and
Factors that Influence Plant Growth. Phone contact: 203-269-2653

2015-2016 Projects at a Glance

Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station
The CAES scientists are available to the general public on public
health issues as well as basic research and field studies.
Improvement of farm and garden crops is still important, free soil
testing, monitoring current agricultural and health issues. Issues
such as honey bee decline, tracking mosquitos for West Nile Virus
and Eastern Equine Encephalitis, monitoring ticks for Lyme
disease, and making sure our food is free from contaminates.
Agriculture is still a big venture in Connecticut, citizens want
more locally grown food, thus the influx of Farmers Markets all
across the state. The CAES locations in New Haven, Windsor,
Hamden, and Griswold serve as indoor/outdoor labs to develop
and study improved plants, crops, and trees. The Station has open
forums in the fall and spring as well as the annual Plant Science
Day ar Hamden’s Lockwood Farm in August (1st Wed.).

Equine Agricultural Waste Management
The Southwest Conservation District managed combined efforts
with the CT River and Eastern Conservation Districts to assess
and evaluate horse operations management of agricultural waste.
Through public outreach , workshops, and dissemination of a
informational pamphlet on ‘Good Horse keeping’ the Districts
worked to raise awareness. The Districts also conducted visits and
facilitated the enhancement of practices that reduced nutrient
loads and pathogen transport to the waters of the state along the
coastal boundary of Long Island Sound. The project reached well
over 355 horse operations and 21 of them implemented changes
in their management plans. This three year project was funded by
USDA, NRCS, and NFWF with in-kind matches by the Districts
plus the CT Soil and Water Council.
To further promote good practices in regard to agricultural waste,
the District continues to maintain a Manure Share Program on it’s
site that was launched almost 2 years ago. Accessed through the
District’s website and located under the ‘services’ tab on the left
side of the page, the program allows those with excess manure
and wanting to get rid of it to easily add their name and
information to a database. Those looking for free manure whether
for a small residential garden or otherwise can easily view the list
and sort it in various ways to find what they are looking for. The
Manure Share program it and more information can be found
below:
http://conservect.org/southwest/Services/ManureShare/
tabid/610/Default.aspx

Greenwich—Stormwater Implementation Project
The District has coordinated the installation of 6 new tree filters
in Greenwich this year. Tree filters work together with existing
drain systems to filter pollutants out of storm water runoff before
they make it into nearby waterways. Tree filters have
demonstrated in other areas throughout CT their success in
reducing pollutants and excess nutrients from making their way
Environmental Studies School Course II sponsored by the
into the local and state watersheds. The Eastern Connecticut
Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, will be held September
Conservation District along with DEEP and the town of East
28th-30th at Kellogg Environmental Center, 500 Hawthorne
Lyme installed 5 tree filters along drainage ways into Latimer
Avenue, Derby. “The Living Earth: Land and Related Issues”
Topics discussed will be: Environmental Science Resources, Land Brook, the Niantic River’s largest tributary. Both the Brook and
Ecology, Agriculture, Gardening with Nature, Source Reduction of River have been listed previously as impaired for recreation and
for supporting aquatic life due to excess nutrients and the
Pollutants, Misunderstood Animals, Coastal Zone Management,
presence of bacteria. After the filters were installed, bacteria
Economic Possibilities for Small to Mid Sized Farms, and a field
trip to White Hills in Shelton. Phone contact: Polly Brooks at 860- levels in Latimer Brook were significantly lower and has been
delisted as an impaired waterway. We hope to see tree filters
567-4292
employed more and more throughout CT in the coming years so
we can replicate the success that’s already been had on a larger
Flower Show School Course IV sponsored by the Federated
Garden Clubs of Connecticut, will be held November 15th-17th at scale in improving our water quality in the state.
the Kellogg Environmental Center, 500 Hawthorne Avenue,
Wallingford—Railroad Project
Derby. Topics discussed will be Floral Design and Horticulture.
Another non-point source runoff related project has been the
Phone contact: Pat Dray at 203-877-7092
ongoing efforts to include low impact development, LID, systems
Connecticut Flower and Garden Show 2017
in the new Wallingford railroad project. This includes developing
February 23rd-26th at the Connecticut Convention Center in
and installing new rain gardens and bioswales in areas like
Hartford. Titled ‘Woodland Enchantment’ by the Federated
parking lots and along the edges of the railway to treat and store
Garden Clubs of CT, Inc. with floral and horticultural exhibits,
water runoff. Every little bit of pretreatment helps to ensure less
seminars, demonstrations, landscape gardens, and 250 booths. For pollutants and harmful nutrient loads reach the Long Island Sound
more info: www.ctflowershow.com
during rain events.

Department of Public Health & Connecticut Agricultural
Experiment Station: Take Precautions to Prevent Mosquito
Bites. West Nile Virus has been identified in CT (Fairfield
County). The number of infected mosquitos is growing, so take
precautions especially during dusk and dawn when mosquitos are
most active. Mosquitos carrying the Zika Virus have not yet been
detected in CT but there is a risk they will spread here. CAES has
92 mosquito trapping stations in 72 towns state-wide. Check the
CAES website for weekly findings: www.ct.gov/caes/
mosquitotesting
To find out more about the West Nile and Eastern Equine
Encephalitis viruses and how to prevent mosquito bites, visit the
CT Mosquito Management Program web site at: www.ct.gov/
mosquito

Woodbridge—Pond Management—Nonpoint Source
Pollution and Water Quality Management
In Woodbridge, 2 adjacent homeowners contacted the Southwest
Conservation District looking for help on what they could do to
improve the health of small, connected ponds on each of their
properties. Both ponds are home to numerous small fish and
amphibians but have aggraded over the years due to leaf litter and
sediment loads filling in the pond. They hope to be able to dredge
the ponds to increase the dissolved oxygen, lower the overall
water temperature, and create a healthier environment for all the
creature that call the ponds home.
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“ Tomorrow’s Environmental Concerns
Addressed Today”
(The Conservation Districts are Non-Profit Organizations)

SWCD Plant Sale / Special Orders
Online Ordering Available at SWCDCT.org!
The Southwest Conservation District’s plant sale takes place in the Spring at Lockwood Farm in Hamden,
though we can acquire plants for interested buyers year round. Keep an eye out for more information on the time
and date in our Spring newsletter. We offer a limited selection of plants from our nursery Spring-Fall via our
online store. Check back often to see updated stock.
Great prices on tribute trees, fruit trees, ornamentals, shrubs, just about anything up to 20 gallons size!
Give us a call and we’ll get back to you with a price and availability. Call anytime time of the year.

Chair’s Year in Review

The Southwest Conservation District provided services to our cities and townships by reviewing 7 development plans, 16 delineated wetlands, and inspecting 14 construction sites for erosion and sedimentation
controls. The District also assisted landowners by providing technical assistance through soil sampling,
drainage assessments, invasive plant control, planting guides from our Master Gardener, addressing
pond management issues, and more.
We provided nutrient management assistance to our local farmers, sampling soils from cornfields in early summer and sending them to the UConn and CT Agricultural Experiment Station soil labs. The labs
provided soil results and fertilizer recommendations to private landowners and agricultural producers
for over 48 different fields. This program has helped local producers reduce fertilizer usage and potential
nutrient loads adversely affecting water quality.
The District supplies plant material to towns and citizens within it’s Southwest region for projects, personal use, and more. If you’re interested in acquiring plant materials, give us a call!
THE CONSERVATION DISTRICT NEEDS YOU!!!
We need Directors with interests in the environment and resources.
Please contact the District office.

