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Chair’s Year in Review
The Southwest Conservation District provided services to
our cities and townships by reviewing 7 development
plans, 16 delineated wetlands, and inspecting 14
construction sites for erosion and sedimentation controls.
The District also assisted landowners by providing technical
assistance through soil sampling, drainage assessments,
invasive plant control, planting guides from our Master
Gardener, addressing pond management issues, and more.
We provided nutrient management assistance to our local
farmers, sampling soils from cornfields in early summer
and sending them to the UConn and CT Agricultural
Experiment Station soil labs. The labs provided soil results
and fertilizer recommendations to private landowners and
agricultural producers for over 48 different fields. This
program has helped local producers reduce fertilizer usage
and potential nutrient loads adversely affecting water
quality.
We also conducted our Annual Spring Plant Sale, which
promotes ecological landscaping and backyard enjoyment.
Our Master Gardeners assisted the plant sale customers
with numerous questions and recommending locally grown
plants and native species when possible. Our outreach to
our communities extends to the public and private
classrooms through the development of outdoor living
classrooms in Hamden, Wallingford, Westport, and New
Haven.

“There are two spiritual dangers in not owning a farm. One
is the danger of supposing that breakfast comes from the
grocery, and the other that heat comes from the furnace.”
-Aldo Leopold

2015-16 Project Highlights
The District encounters a myriad of different projects throughout the year ranging from site plan reviews for new developments to helping a
home owners with environmental issues on their property, and supporting our local towns with hands on technical assistance. In existence since
1946, we are proud to continue serving the people of CT in protecting and enhancing the Environment of the state we call home.
Earth Day clean up for the Agnes B. Campos Bird & Butterfly Garden at
the Wallingford Senior Center
Early this Spring, the District along with a group of Volunteers from
Quinnipiac University’s Dance Company helped clean up the Agnes B.
Campos bird & butterfly garden at the Wallingford Senior Center. It was
a great day and their time and efforts made a big difference in
rejuvenating the garden, thank you to all who volunteered! More
information on the QU Dance Company available here:
http://www.quinnipiacbobcats.com/sports/2015/8/10/dance%
20company.aspx?id=33
Southwest Conservation District Spring Plant Sale at Lockwood Farm in Hamden
At the end of April, the District held it’s annual plant sale at Lockwood Farm in Hamden. As a service to the
public the 2 day sale is a great place to purchase a variety of different flowers and shrubs at great prices. It is
also a great time and place to take advantage of many decades of combined knowledge of plants from
several Master Gardeners and plant lovers. A big thank you from the District to all our volunteers from the
Wallingford and North Haven Garden Clubs, our UConn Master Gardeners, and District board members!
June Nitrate Soil Sampling—Nutrient Load Reduction for Agricultural Producers in New Haven and Fairfield Counties
With the support of the UConn Soil Nutrient Analysis Laboratory that tests the samples once collected, The Southwest
Conservation District continued it’s June Nitrate Testing program this year as a free service to farmers in south-west CT.
District staff collected samples from just over 383 acres of fields, an increase over the 365 acres of corn fields tested in
2015. From talking directly with the participating farmers we know that year after year they find the program and
results beneficial to their operations.
June Nitrate testing, also known as pre-sidedress nitrate test, is used to measure nitrogen in the soil before farmers put
down fertilizer. This allows the Farmers to more precisely measure how much extra nitrogen (in the form of fertilizer)
that they need to put on the fields. In turn this allows for the farmers to save money on fertilizer and fuel while still
obtaining optimal yields for their crop. The environment also benefits from the reduction of excess nitrogen being washed away into local
waterways. The Southwest Conservation District offers this service free of charge, if you or someone you know might be interested in
participating next year contact our office in Hamden or by email.
Greenwich—Stormwater Implementation Project
The District has coordinated the installation of 6 new tree filters in Greenwich this year. Tree filters work
together with existing drain systems to filter pollutants out of storm water runoff before they make it into
nearby waterways. Tree filters have demonstrated in other areas throughout CT their success in reducing
pollutants and excess nutrients from making their way into the local and state watersheds. The Eastern
Connecticut Conservation District along with DEEP and the town of East Lyme installed 5 tree filters along
drainage ways into Latimer Brook, the Niantic River’s largest tributary. Both the Brook and River have been
listed previously as impaired for recreation and for supporting aquatic life due to excess nutrients and the
presence of bacteria. After the filters were installed, bacteria levels in Latimer Brook were significantly lower
and has been delisted as an impaired waterway. We hope to see tree filters employed more and more
throughout CT in the coming years so we can replicate the success that’s already been had on a larger scale in
improving our water quality in the state.
Wallingford—Railroad Project
Another non-point source runoff related project has been the ongoing efforts to include low impact development, LID, systems in the new
Wallingford railroad project. This includes developing and installing new rain gardens and bioswales in areas like parking lots and along the edges
of the railway to treat and store water runoff. Every little bit of pretreatment helps to ensure less pollutants and harmful nutrient loads reach the
Long Island Sound during rain events.
Woodbridge—Pond Management—Nonpoint Source Pollution and Water Quality Management
In Woodbridge, 2 adjacent homeowners contacted the Southwest Conservation District looking
for help on what they could do to improve the health of small, connected ponds on each of their
properties. Both ponds are home to numerous small fish and amphibians but have aggraded over
the years due to leaf litter and sediment loads filling in the pond. They hope to be able to dredge
the ponds to increase the dissolved oxygen, lower the overall water temperature, and create a
healthier environment for all the creature that call the ponds home.
Equine Agricultural Waste Management
The Southwest Conservation District managed combined efforts with the CT River and Eastern Conservation Districts to assess and evaluate horse
operations management of agricultural waste. Through public outreach , workshops, and dissemination of a informational pamphlet on ‘Good
Horse keeping’ the Districts worked to raise awareness. The Districts also conducted visits and facilitated the enhancement of practices that
reduced nutrient loads and pathogen transport to the waters of the state along the coastal boundary of Long Island Sound. The project reached
well over 355 horse operations and 21 of them implemented changes in their management plans. This three year project was funded by USDA,
NRCS, and NFWF with in-kind matches by the Districts plus the CT Soil and Water Council.
To further promote good practices in regard to agricultural waste, the District continues to
maintain a Manure Share Program on it’s site that was launched almost 2 years ago. Accessed
through the District’s website and located under the ‘services’ tab on the left side of the page,
the program allows those with excess manure and wanting to get rid of it to easily add their
name and information to a database. Those looking for free manure whether for a small
residential garden or otherwise can easily view the list and sort it in various ways to find what
they are looking for. The Manure Share program it and more information can be found below:
http://conservect.org/southwest/Services/ManureShare/tabid/610/Default.aspx
Hamden—First Annual Natural Resource Conservation Fair
In a new initiative to increase exposure to Environmental issues and the groups tackling them, the District is planning a 2 day Conservation Fair at
Lockwood Farm in Hamden for October 4th and 5th this year. We hope to have a wide variety of environmental groups, vendors, nurseries, and
others present to showcase the work they do in Connecticut. Local schools, residents, and anyone in the state interested is encouraged to attend
for a fun day of learning about the environment and the many groups who work tirelessly to protect and conserve it in Connecticut. Contact the
Southwest Conservation District for more information!

