
POLLINATOR GARDEN IN A BOX  
Selection of pollinator-attracting plants, all CT natives, to bring a vivid splash of nectar-rich blooms to your 
yard! Will attract a variety of pollinators, including butterflies and hummingbirds. Plants come packaged in a 
rustic, hand-made 12" x 17.5" pine box (see example in photo below). Includes 2 trees, 1 shrub and 13 
perennials. Tree, shrubs and one perennial (Canada Lily) are in quart size pots; all other perennials are plugs. 
The box includes plant descriptions and information specific to the pollinator theme. 

Canada Lily 
Lilium canadense 

CT  DR  RG  P 

Large, showy lily bearing as many 
as 16-20 beautiful stalked nodding 
flowers on one plant, each at the 
top of a stem with whorled 
leaves. Flowers, which bloom in 
June-July, range in color from 
yellow to orange-red with dark 
red spots. Grows 3-8 feet tall. 
Best in sun, and moist to wet 
organic soil. Canada lily is 
pollinated mainly by the ruby-
throated hummingbird.  

 
 

Steeplebush 
Spirea tomentosa 

CT  RG  P   

Rounded deciduous shrub with 
erect, slender, wand-like 
unbranched stems and dark green 
foliage. Abundant, showy steeple-
shaped spires of pink to rose-
purple flowers bloom from early 
July through August. Orange to 
reddish-brown bark and gold-
auburn fall color provide interest 
throughout the seasons.  Can be 
used effectively in groupings and 
border areas, and thrives along 
the banks of streams and ponds. 
Does best in sunny, moist soil but 
grows in a wide variety of 
conditions. Attracts butterflies; is 
of special value to native bees; 
and is a larval host to the 
Columbia silkmoth. Provides 
cover and nesting for wildlife, and 
birds feed on fruits. 

 



Eastern Redbud 
Cercis canadensis 

CT  P 

 

Showy bright magenta-pink to 
lilac springtime flowers appear all 
over this small tree before big, 
beautiful heart-shaped leaves for a 
striking display.  Flowers appear 
in small clusters, primarily on 
older stems. Graceful form with 
arching branches make these 
lovely as a specimen tree, in 
groupings, and in shrub borders. 
Also good in naturalized areas. 
Dense growth provides shelter 
and nesting for birds.  Honeybees 
visit the blossoms, and many birds 
eat the seeds. Does well in 
moderate to low fertility soils and 
is very drought resistant. See 
USDA fact sheet and USDA plant 
guide for more info. 

 

 

Red Oak 
Quercus rubra  

White Oak 
Quercus alba 
 
CT  DR  RG  P 

Majestic hardwood trees that 
supports over 500 species of 
Butterflies and Moths (Tallamy 
2007). Dark, lustrous green 
leaves (grayish-white beneath) 
with toothed lobes, sharply 
pointed at the tips. Leaves turn 
brownish-red in autumn. 
Insignificant flowers in separate 
male and female catkins appear in 
spring. Produces acorns in the fall. 
Prefers sun and well-drained soil, 
and tolerates dry poor soils. 
Typically grows to 60 feet, and is 
a rapid grower. Tolerant of 
drought and air pollution. 
Generally a durable and long-lived 
tree.    

 



Black-eyed Susan 
Rudbeckia hirta 

CT  DR  P 

Cheerful, sunny yellow dasiy-like 
flowers with rust colored centers 
bloom summer to fall, providing a 
long lasting nectar source; ripe 
seeds are happily consumed by 
birds for protein source. Prefers 
full sun and rich, well drained 
soils, and grows 1 to 3 feet tall. 
Will self sow. Attracts birds, 
butterflies and other pollinators. 
Drought tolerant. Makes a good 
cut flower. 

 

Bluestar 
Amsonia 
tabernaemontana 

CT  DR  P 

Overlooked and underutilized, 
Bluestar is a wonderful addition 
to any garden, meadow or 
naturalized site. Clusters of tiny, 
cool blue, star-like flowers bloom 
on slender stalks in spring, 
willow-like green leaves, 
ornamental seed-pods, and 
striking golden yellow fall color. 
Flowers attract hummingbirds, 
butterflies and other pollinators. 
Good for front to mid-border of 
a perennial or mixed garden, or 
as a ground cover in full sun to 
part shade areas; exceptional 
when planted in mass in an 
informal setting. Easy to grow and 
maintain. Drought tolerant. 

 

Bush Clover 
Lespedeza 
capitata  

CT  DR  P 

This drought tolerant plant has 
leaves with dense white hairs that 
make the foliage look silvery. 
Produces clover-like yellow/white 
flowers with purple centers in the 
late summer, held in clusters 
along the upper part of the stem. 
Stems remain erect through the 
winter when the seedheads have 
turned dark brown. Grows 2-5 
feet tall. Prefers well-drained 
sandy soil in a sunny location. 
Seeds provide food for birds and 
other wildlife. Host plant for the 
Eastern Tailed-Blue butterfly, 
Cupido comyntas. 

  

 



Flat-top Aster 
Doellingeria 
umbellata 

CT  P 

White flowers with yellow 
centers bloom at the end of 
summer. Late season seeds rich 
in proteins provide a great source 
of food for birds to fatten up 
before winter. Prefers moist rich 
soils. May get up to 5 feet tall if 
conditions are right. Attracts 
birds, butterflies, and other 
pollinators. 

 

Golden 
Alexander 
Zizia aurea 

CT  DR  P 

This long-blooming perennial 
provides early color late spring to 
early summer when many other 
plants are not yet flowering. 
Produces separate clusters of 
tiny, yellow flowers that gather 
into a large, flat-topped 
flowerhead. Dry seedheads turn 
purple, adding summer interest. 
Grows 1 to 3 feet tall. Fairly easy 
to grow and self-seeding, it will 
persist in many sun/soil situations. 
Tolerates a lot of shade but 
prefers full sun or light shade, and 
moist to wet soil. An important 
plant to a number of short-
tongued insects that can easily 
reach the nectar in the small 
flowers. Attracts birds, butterflies 
and other pollinators, and is larval 
host for the Black Swallowtail 
butterfly (Papilio polyxenes). 

 

 

 

 

Grey Goldenrod 
Solidago nemoralis 

CT  DR  P 

A perfect choice for difficult 
locations! Pale yellow fluffy 
flowers bloom later in the fall 
than other goldenrods. Prefers a 
dry, sunny location. Grows to 2 
feet tall. Extremely hardy and a 
great late season seed source, 
providing food for birds into 
winter. Attracts birds, butterflies 
and other pollinators, and is of 
special value to native bees and 
supports Conservation Biological 
Control (a plant that attracts 
beneficial insects that prey upon 
pest insects) according to the 
Pollinator Program at the Xerces 
Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation. 

 

  



Hyssop-leaved 
Boneset 
Eupatorium 
hyssopifolium 

CT  P 

Clouds of tiny white fringed 
flowers bloom on flat topped 
clusters August to November. 
Leaves are finely textured. Prefers 
dry, sandy soil in a sunny location. 
Grows 1-3 feet tall. Attracts 
birds, butterflies and other 
pollinators. 

 

  

New York 
Ironweed 
Vernonia 
noveboracensis 

CT  DR  RG  
P 

Tall statuesque clump-forming 
perennial, with stems bearing 
lance-shaped deep green 
leaves.  Deep lavender to violet 
flower heads occur in large, 
loosely branched, flat-topped 
terminal clusters. Makes a good 
focal point in late summer. 
Flowers attract butterflies and 
are of special value to native 
bees; seed heads attract birds. 
Thrives in full sun in moist 
garden soil, but also tolerates 
short dry periods.  Grows 4-7 
feet in height, and 2-4 feet wide.  

   

   

Joe Pye Weed 
Eutrochium 
(Eupatorium) 
fistulosum 
 
CT  DR  P 

A most impressive and statuesque 
plant! Grows to 8 feet and more–
the largest of the Eupatoriums–
with hollow purple stems 
accented by large (8-12 inches), 
rounded, tight clusters of pink or 
purplish-mauve flowers. Late 
summer blooms last into fall and 
are a magnet for butterflies. The 
whorls of textured leaves look 
great all season long. Its height 
makes it an excellent background 
plant in border perennial beds, 
but is also majestic standing 
alone. Flower color is darker in 
cooler weather. Does best in full 
sun, and prefers wet meadows 
but will do nicely in rich garden 
soil that is not allowed to dry out. 
An important pollen and nectar 
plant, it attracts butterflies 
(particularly the Swallowtail 
butterfly) and other pollinaters. 



Rattlesnake 
Master 
Eryngium 
yuccifolium 
 
 
 

Unique round white button-like 
flowers bloom in summer and 
attracts many types of pollinators. 
There is always a distinct hum of 
busy pollinators when walking by 
this plant.  Prefers average well 
drained soils and full sun and  
grows to 3-5 ft. 
 

 

 

Purple-headed 
Sneezeweed 
Hellenium 
flexuosum 

CT  DR  P 

This sneezeweed has a deep 
purple center disk that contrasts 
nicely with its bright, yellow petal 
rays! Blooms in the late summer. 
Prefers full sun with moist, well-
drained soil. Grows 1-3 feet tall. 
Attracts birds and butterflies with 
its seeds and its nectar, and is of 
special value to native bees 
according to the Xerces Society 
for Invertebrate Conservation. 

  

Sprengel’s Sedge 
or Long-beaked 
Sedge 
Carex sprengelii 

CT  DR  P 

Easy to grow sedge with beautiful, 
delicate narrow, yellow-green 
draping foliage blades with a 
cascading fountain-like form. 
Seeds hang in dangling pale yellow 
spikelets in spring. Grows 1-2 
feet tall. Prefers partial sun with 
moist, rich soil, but is also 
tolerant of drier conditions.  
Perfect for the perennial bed or 
water’s edge. 

 

  

  


