
BIRD GARDEN IN A BOX    
A multi-colored selection of shrubs and perennials, all CT natives, to attract songbirds and hummingbirds to 
your wildlife garden! Plants come packaged in a rustic, hand-made 12" x 17.5" pine box. Includes 4 shrubs and 
12 perennials. Shrubs are in quart size pots; perennials are plugs. The box includes plant descriptions and 
information specific to the bird theme. 

Black Chokeberry 
Aronia melanocarpa 

CT  DR  RG  E  P 

Versatile multistem shrub with 
showy white flowers in spring, 
edible juicy purple-black summer 
fruit that attracts birds, and wine 
red fall color! Grows to 3 to 8 
feet tall, and 6 to 10 feet wide. 
Does well in sun to part shade, 
and adapts to many soil 
conditions. Ability to withstand 
wet conditions makes it suitable 
for growing on the margins of 
ponds or streams. Excellent 
addition to naturalized areas with 
its suckering, spreading growth 
habit. Fruit makes tasty jams and 
jellies! See USDA fact sheet for 
more info.  

 

Gray Dogwood 
Cornus racemosa 

CT  DR  RG  P 

  

Thicket forming deciduous shrub 
with multi-stemmed habit, 
upright, erect branches, and 
greenish-white blossoms in open 
terminal clusters. Young twigs 
are reddish and fruit stems 
remain conspicuously red into 
late fall and early winter. Good 
reddish-purple fall color. Flowers 
attract butterflies, and birds and 
other wildlife love to eat the 
plentiful white berries! Grows to 
6-8 feet tall and 10-12 feet wide. 
Very adaptable; tolerant of sun 
or shade, and wet or dry 
soils.  See USDA fact sheet for 
more info.  



Northern Bayberry 
Myrica pensylvanica 

CT  RG  DR  

 

Semi-evergreen aromatic shrub 
with shiny foliage and waxy blue 
berries that attract birds. Dark 
grey-green leaves turn mahogany 
in fall. Grows to 5-12 feet. 
Prefers sun to part sun; adaptable 
to a variety of soil conditions, dry 
to wet. Salt tolerant. 

 

Winterberry 
Ilex verticillata  

CT  DR  RG  P 

A great wildlife plant! Deciduous 
holly with deep green lustrous 
foliage spreads to form multi-
stemmed thickets that provide 
good cover for birds. Early 
blooms produce many beautiful 
bright red berries that persist 
well into the winter, providing 
interest and important food for 
non-migrating birds. Does well in 
sun to part shade; prefers 
average to moist soils. Grows to 
8 feet tall. Good for naturalizing. 
Also attracts butterflies and 
other pollinators. See USDA fact 
sheet for more info.  

 

 

Anise Hyssop 
Agastache 
foeniculum 

CT  DR  E  P 

Spiky purple flowers attract many 
and are long-lasting. Erect 
branches of mint-and-licorice-
scented, medium green leaves 
end in fuzzy spikes of small but 
showy lavender flowers, highly 
attractive to hummingbirds, 
butterflies, and bees. Grows to 3 
feet tall and 1 foot wide, and 
reseeds freely. Best in full sun to 
part shade, and moist to dry, 
well-drained soil. Drought 
tolerant. A good choice for 
borders, wildflower gardens, 
herb gardens, butterfly gardens 
or meadows. Flower spikes are 
good for fresh cut or dried 
arrangements. Flowers are also 
edible and a great addition to 
salads.   

 

  



Big Bluestem 
Andropogon gerardii 

CT  DR  P 

 

An adaptable clumping warm 
season grass very important to 
prairies. In spring, stems and 
graceful arching leaves emerge, 
and by late summer statuesque 
plants are covered in bluish-
green foliage and crowned with 
purplish tassel-like flowers.  Late 
August seed heads resemble 
turkey feet and provide a food 
source for many birds and 
mammals. Turns a beautiful 
yellow-orange-bronze in fall; and 
leaves and seed heads develop an 
amber winter color. Grows 4-6 
feet. Prefers sun, and average to 
dry soil.  

Black-eyed Susan 
Rudbeckia hirta 

CT  DR  P 

Cheerful, sunny yellow daisy-like 
flowers with rust colored centers 
bloom summer to fall, providing a 
long lasting nectar source; ripe 
seeds are happily consumed by 
birds for protein source. Prefers 
full sun and rich, well drained 
soils, and grows 1 to 3 feet tall. 
Will self sow. Attracts birds, 
butterflies and other pollinators. 
Drought tolerant. Makes a good 
cut flower. 

  

Blazing Star 
Liatris spicata 

CT  DR  P 

Adds vertical accent and bright 
summer bloom to your garden! 
Long-lasting brilliant purple-red 
flowers bloom on spikes with 
thin, lily-like leaves. Grows to 2 to 
4 feet. A great border or 
meadow plant. Wonderful for cut 
flowers, but leave some for the 
wildlife! Flowers are a very good 
nectar source and seeds are 
important for birds. Prefers sun 
to part sun and moist to wet 
soils, but will do very well in rich 
garden soil. Attractive to 
hummingbirds, a favorite of many 
butterflies, and goldfinches enjoy 
the seeds in fall. Of special value 
to native bees according to the 
Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation 

 



Canada Lily 
Lilium canadense 

CT  RG  DR  P 

Large, showy lily bearing as many 
as 16-20 beautiful stalked 
nodding flowers on one plant, 
each at the top of a stem with 
whorled leaves. Flowers, which 
bloom in June-July, range in color 
from yellow to orange-red with 
dark red spots. Grows 3-8 feet 
tall. Best in sun, and moist to wet 
organic soil. Canada lily is 
pollinated mainly by the ruby-
throated hummingbird.  

 

Dogtooth Daisy 
or Helen’s Flower 
Helenium autumnale 

CT  RG  DR  P 
 
 

Large and numerous daisy-like 
bright yellow flowers bloom July 
through October, providing 
welcome color in late summer 
and fall. Prefers sun and average 
to moist soils, and tolerates 
drought. Grows 3 to 5 feet tall. 
Attracts birds, butterflies and 
other pollinators. Best used in 
borders, meadows and wild 
gardens. Make a good cut flower! 
Despite its common name, 
Sneezeweed does not present 
problems for those who suffer 
from seasonal allergies. Its pollen 
is distributed by insects, not 
wind.  The plant gets its name 
from the old days when it was 
dried, and used as snuff to make 
one sneeze to rid the body of evil 
spirits!  

 

Lanceleaf 
Coreposis 
Coreopsis lanceolata  

CT  DR  P 

The long-blooming golden-yellow 
flowers of Lanceleaf Coreopsis 
create a fantastic display. Blooms 
in the late spring to early 
summer. Butterflies are regular 
visitors, and songbirds feed on 
the ripe seeds in late summer. 
Grows 1-2 feet tall and 1 foot 
wide. Prefers full sun and dry 
sandy soil. Makes a terrific cut 
flower! Of special value to native 
bees according to the Xerces 
Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation   

 

  



Little Bluestem 
Schizachyrium 
scoparium 

CT  DR  RG 

A native grass perfect for 
naturalizing in sunny locations, 
with spiky blades, wispy silvery 
flowers, and a spectacular display 
of vivid fall colors. Slender, blue-
green stems, appear in August, 
reach 3 ft. by September and 
become radiant mahogany-red 
with white, shining seed tufts in 
the fall. Attracts birds. Color 
remains nearly all winter. An 
upright and clump forming habit. 
Remains attractive as an 
architectural feature through 
winter. Good for grouping, in 
mid to back of the border, in a 
rock garden or placed by itself as 
an accent plant.  Flowers and 
foliage are good in fresh and dry 
arrangements. Tolerates poor 
soils and is drought tolerant. Easy 
to grow! 

Meadow Rue 
Thalictrum 
pubescens 

 

This summer blooming plant has 
delicate, finely divided leaves with 
showy white starburst flowers. It 
prefers shade to part sun and 
average to moist soils. Grows 3 
to 7 feet tall. Fall seeds provide 
food for birds. Flowers visited 
frequently by butterflies and 
other pollinators.  

Switchgrass 
Panicum virgatum  

CT  DR  RG 

Clump-forming warm-season 
grass with open, lacy sprays and 
small seeds, Aug-Oct.  Pink-
tinged blooms in summer are 
good for flower arrangements. 
Bright green leaves turn bright 
yellow in fall. Grows 3-6 feet tall 
and 2-3 feet wide. Seeds attracts 
birds. Prefers moist, sandy soil in 
sun to part sun. Good for 
naturalizing, rain gardens. 
Drought and salt tolerant. 

 



Virginia Strawberry 
Fragaria virginiana 

CT  DR  E  P 

A great ground cover that 
produces delicious tiny wild 
strawberries. A sweet treat for 
the birds and us too! White 
flowers in the spring attract 
butterflies and other pollinators. 
Grows 3 to 6 inches tall. Great 
for dry areas, and shade to full 
sun. Of special value to native 
bees and supports Conservation 
Biological Control (a plant that 
attracts beneficial insects that 
prey upon pest insects) according 
to the Pollinator Program at the 
Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation. 

 

Water Avens 
Geum rivale 

CT  DR  P 

A low mounding perennial, with 
early summer flowers that attract 
hummingbirds, butterflies and 
other pollinators, and seed heads 
that are enjoyed by birds later in 
the season. Nodding bell-shaped 
flowers have orange petals with 
red-purple sepals; seed heads are 
round and fuzzy. Prefers moist to 
average garden soil, in part shade 
to sun. Grows 1 to 3 feet tall. 
Makes a great addition to bog or 
water gardens. Also attracts 
turtles! 

 

 


