
Poquetanuck Cove 
Public Opinion Survey 

Conducted by the  

Eastern Connecticut Conservation District  

as part of the Poquetanuck Cove 
Conservation Action Planning Process  

 

http://www.nfwf.org/
http://www.nfwf.org/


How the opinion survey was 
conducted 

• ECCD, working with a survey committee, 
prepared a 10 question survey. 

• Survey Monkey, an online survey tool, was used 
to collect responses. 

• Paper copies were also available at municipal 
buildings in both Ledyard and Preston. 

• The survey was advertised through press releases 
and letters sent to municipal agencies, boards 
and commissions. 

• A total of 111 responses were received in the two 
month survey period. 
 



Question 1  

Poquetanuck Cove is an extension of the of the Thames River tidal estuary, located between Ledyard and Preston, 
CT.   Do you live in: 

Ledyard 

Preston 

Neither Ledyard or Preston, but within 25 miles of 
Poquetanuck Cove 

Neither Ledyard or Preston, but more than 25 miles 
from Poquetanuck Cove 



Question 2 

How often to you visit Poquetanuck Cove? 

Daily - I have shorefront property 

More than 8 times a year 

Two to Eight times a year 

Once or twice a year 

Drive by viewing only 

Never 



Question 3 
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Bird watching Catching blue 
crabs 

Fishing Canoe or 
kayaking 

Hiking None of the 
above 

Other (please 
specify) 

What are your favorite activities to do in the Poquetanuck Cove area?  (check all that apply) 



Question 4 
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The best attributes of Poquetanuck Cove are (check all that apply) 



Question 5 

The biggest threat to Poquetanuck Cove is 

Polluted land runoff 

Over utilization of resources 

Water pollution 

Invasive species 

Sea level rise 

Other (please specify) 



Question 6 

Which best describes your view on activity levels in Poquetanuck Cove? 
The cove is very under utilized. 

The cove is under utilized. 

The activity level on Poquetanuck Cove is appropriate 
for the resources there. 

The cove is over utilized. 

The cove is very over utilzed. 

Other (please specify) 



Question 7 

Poquetanuck Cove was designated a bird sanctuary in 1969.  Do you think additional regional or federal 
designations, such as inclusion in the Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge, or becoming a Long Island 

Sound Stewardship Site or an Audubon Impo 

I think additional designations are very 
important for Poquetanuck Cove. 

I think additional designations are important, but 
I am not sure which one. 

I am not sure if further designations are 
necessary. 

There is no need for further designations for 
Poquetanuck Cove. 

Other (please specify) 



Question 8 
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What can be done to improve your visits to Poquetanuck Cove?  (check all that apply) 



Question 9 

How did you become aware of this survey? 

I was emailed a link to this survey. 

I read an article in a local paper. 

I read an article in a newsletter. 

I read about it in the Preston Pipeline. 

I read about it on the Ledyard Patch. 

Other (please specify) 



Question 10 
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What can be done to improve your visits to Poquetanuck Cove?  (check all that apply) 



Poquetanuck Cove Survey Summary 

• The majority of people who participated in 
the survey live in one of the abutting towns. 

• At least have the respondents spend time at 
Poquetanuck Cove.  One quarter are just drive 
by visitors. 

• Visitors enjoy passive recreation, especially 
boating, hiking and bird watching. 

• Easy access and scenic vistas are rated as best 
attributes.  

 

 



Poquetanuck Cove Survey Summary 
(continued) 

• It is understood that water quality is 
important to the health of the cove 
ecosystem. 

• More than half of the respondents answered 
the level of activity in the cove is appropriate. 

• More than 2/3 of the respondents answered 
that additional conservation designations for 
Poquetanuck Cove would be a helpful tool for 
resource conservation in the cove. 

 

 

 



Poquetanuck Cove Survey Summary 
(continued) 

• More than a third of the survey participants 
read about it in the paper.  The Ledyard Patch 
is also an effective means to communicate. 

• About half of the survey takers were 
interested to learn more about intermunicipal 
cooperation in cove conservation. 

• Over 40% of the respondents would 
participate in a trash clean up. 

 



Repeat theme general comments 

• Increased sedimentation in the cove has 
decreased recreational opportunities. 

• More and better access to the cove is needed. 


